MPTA 2011 CANDIDATES

PRESIDENT ELECT 
Josh Farley, DPT
1.  In 100 words or less, prepare a statement of how your experience and expertise could be used in the office you seek to further the objectives of the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association. Please be sure to include any experience you have that is specifically relevant to the position for which you have been nominated.

As President Elect of the MPTA I would be able to use my skill set to advance the MPTA mission and goals.  As an outpatient clinic manager for a large health system and the Reimbursement Chair for the MPTA, I have found that my strengths are leading people, developing processes, setting goals and creating action plans to help an organization be adaptable and successful over the long term.  My current positions have allowed me to grow as an individual and a leader.  I would like to have the opportunity to give back to the MPTA and grow our profession.

2.  In 100 words or less, explain your perceptions of the direction the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association should take in the future and how your goals for the position you seek will affect this end.

The MPTA’s direction is based solely on its abilities to deliver results for all areas of our profession and communicate these results effectively.  As more individuals experience, hear about, see or read about the good things the MPTA is doing for them our organization will thrive.  My goal would be for the MPTA to have a more systematic and measured approach in delivering and communicating.  Activity alone without a singular focus is not effective, but directed activity with a singular focus is powerful.  We need to regain our focus.

3.  Provide brief biographical information in 100 words or less, highlighting your education, work experience, current employment and volunteer work with APTA and other organizations. Include any other information you wish to share.

I graduated with a B.S. in Biology from Millsaps College in 1998.  I coached soccer in Houston, TX until deciding to pursue a career in physical therapy.  I graduated from UMC with my DPT in 2008.  I began working as a OP staff PT for MBHS in 2008 and was promoted to OP clinic manager in 2009.   I am an APTA/MPTA member and of the Orthopedics, Sports and Health Policy and Administration Sections.  I am the Reimbursement Committee chair of the MPTA.  I am married to Ann Marie and am the father of 22 month old boys, Andrew and Taylor.

Christi Mills, PT
1.  In 100 words or less, prepare a statement of how your experience and expertise could be used in the office you seek to further the objectives of the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association. Please be sure to include any experience you have that is specifically relevant to the position for which you have been nominated.

I have had the opportunity to serve in a front-line position for the MPTA at the State and National levels.  This has afforded me the opportunity to obtain first-hand knowledge of the role of the association to effectively represent its members and to also serve as an extension of the goals and objectives of the APTA.   I am passionate about the past, present and future opportunities for our profession and I am confident that I can offer leadership to our cause.  

2.  In 100 words or less, explain your perceptions of the direction the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association should take in the future and how your goals for the position you seek will affect this end.

It is imperative that the MPTA stay on top of issues relating to reimbursement, practice infringement, education, public awareness and direct access.  We need to continue our efforts as an association to encourage membership growth and participation in these issues by strengthening our grassroots efforts and aligning our vision with the APTA.  

3.  Provide brief biographical information in 100 words or less, highlighting your education, work experience, current employment and volunteer work with APTA and other organizations. Include any other information you wish to share.

As a 1985 graduate of Texas Woman’s University, I have practiced physical therapy for 26 years.  Since 1989, I have been a member of the APTA and MPTA where I have served as an MPTA Delegate to the 1999 House of Delegates, MPTA Membership Chairman, and presently as a member of the Reimbursement committee.  In 2007, I received the Ben Piazza Award by the MPTA.  Currently, I am employed by King’s Daughters Medical Center in Brookhaven, as Director of Therapy Services.  This department evolved from a private practice that I owned with my husband, an Occupational Therapist until 1998.  

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
Lisa J. Barnes, PT, DPT

1. In 100 words or less, prepare a statement of how your experience and expertise could be used in the office you seek to further the objectives of the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association. Please be sure to include any experience you have that is specifically relevant to the position for which you have been nominated.

I have been involved in the physical therapy community of Mississippi for many years and have many colleagues and friends in the profession. As PT faculty, I have the opportunity to encourage student involvement in the association which may lead to lifelong contributions to the professional association. I believe that as the landscape of healthcare changes, it is important for all PT’s to be active members of their professional association, and to feel both welcome and valued as members.

2. In 100 words or less, explain your perceptions of the direction the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association should take in the future and how your goals for the position you seek will affect this end.

I served the MPTA as the ethics chair for four years ending in 2010. Personally I would like to see increased involvement in the MPTA by members from across the state with interests in various aspects of the profession. I think that nurturing and encouraging participation by younger professionals is vital for the growth and future success of the association. The nominating committee is an avenue to reach out to members and encourage participation and sharing of ideas to further the success of the profession.

3. Provide brief biographical information in 100 words or less, highlighting your education, work experience, current employment and volunteer work with APTA and other organizations. Include any other information you wish to share.

I have been a physical therapist since 1984, and worked clinically in various clinical settings for 22 years before joining the University of Mississippi Medical Center faculty in the School of Health Related Professions Department of Physical Therapy.  My clinical emphasis has primarily been neurologic physical therapy and wound care. Currently, I teach curricular content related to these areas, and serve as clinical coordinator for the Neurologic Physical Therapy Residency Program.  I am currently working on earning a PhD in adult education with a minor in educational research and a certificate in institutional research at the University of Southern Mississippi.

Scott Rhodes, PT, DPT

1.  In 100 words or less, prepare a statement of how your experience and expertise could be used in the office you seek to further the objectives of the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association. Please be sure to include any experience you have that is specifically relevant to the position for which you have been nominated.

Through my work experience, I have had the fortune to work in two large hospital systems. This has afforded me the opportunity to interact with a multitude of talented therapists from throughout the continuum of care, this is particularly true of my current position, where I serve on committees that involve individuals from acute, inpatient rehabilitation and outpatient rehabilitation. This allows me to understanding the perspective of therapists from practice areas different from my own. It has also allowed me to get to know many therapists who could be assets to our association and profession.

2.  In 100 words or less, explain your perceptions of the direction the Mississippi Physical Therapy Association should take in the future and how your goals for the position you seek will affect this end.

With the current changing face of healthcare today, I think the MPTA’s primary objectives should be to protect the practice of physical therapy from the encroachment of other professions and to foster the progression of direct access. Direct access has been shown to be safe and more cost-effective than the traditional physician referral model. With healthcare cost and reform being at the forefront of news today, it illustrates a great opportunity for our profession to demonstrate our expertise in delivering quality, cost-effective care, and seeking individuals to serve the MPTA who share this belief is important for our profession’s future.

3.  Provide brief biographical information in 100 words or less, highlighting your education, work experience, current employment and volunteer work with APTA and other organizations. Include any other information you wish to share.

I am graduated in 1999 from Mississippi State University and 2003 from UMC Physical therapy program; I subsequently completed my transitional DPT in 2011. Upon completion of physical therapy school, I worked for one year at  St. Dominic Hosipital in Jackson in acute care before moving to my current position at the University of Mississippi Medical Center, working in outpatient orthopedics. In my current job role, I serve on committees for performance improvement and peer review and chair a departmental practice council. I am also a member of the orthopedic section of the APTA.

